Meeting a real Native American Indian from the Nantcoke Tribe

On March 25, 2009 students of an Advanced Courgdidbnyear 12, a Basic Course year 13
and form 8 NW had the great chance to meet a rewdrigan Indian from the tribe of the
Nanticokes in the®land 2 and the % and 4" lesson.

Odette Wright, the Nanticoke Indian who in herérib responsible for teaching the
youngsters the tribe’s customs and traditions,ihglthe elders and maintaining the museum
of the tribe that contains lots of interesting &tés came together with the American
professor Stewart Rafert from the University of &ehre, who studied different Native
American Indian Tribes having been invited by Mesuhle who met the two on a
teachers’program (Experiencing America) last Octobe



After Mr. Rafert had presented interesting factd pictures via Power Point and had given an
insight into tribal traditions, living conditiongae, Mrs. Wright told stories about her tribe,
sang songs and finally danced with us in the sglaodlplaying the drum made of Elk-

leather.

Being asked for a response afterwards, studentsraf 8 NW wrote e.g. “...It was very

interesting and dancing was funny. It was a goed i do it.” "I liked the photos of the
different houses.” “I liked that the professor diok only speak about the Native American
Indians but also about himself and his relatiothtoIndians.” “I liked the song, because you

can hear their language and you learn about thstoms and traditions. The dancing was
funny.” "I liked that they spoke only English artetstory with the snake, the dancing and the
Power Point Presentation.” “I liked the dancingsodg and when the Indian woman sang. It
sounded great.” “The best of all was the dancethedinging in the school yard. | liked the
voice of the woman.” “It was special that a realitm woman talked to us.” “I liked most the
picture of the peace-pipe and the sound of the dmadithe voice of the woman.”

In the Advanced Course students uttered:” “Wednesiti@ day when Odette Wright and
Stewart Rafert arrived in school and the day Irsétont of a Native American woman for the
first time in my life...I was amazed by her voice dret wisdom...” ;“l also liked it when
they were talking about their personal lives asetated a more personal
atmosphere...”;”...To get the chance to talk to a Na#fivnerican Indian is very rare and so
we were really lucky.” “Mrs Wright told us very mrtesting stories of her life and | think you
can’t find those personal things in books or inititernet.” “...1 was really impressed by
Stewart Rafert who told us about his experiencemdihe Vietham War...””...1 also liked
the songs Odette sang because they reminded rhe Bbivow | went to in Oklahoma...”



“...They gave us the chance to understand many tl@hgat the NAI ...l can recommend
this activity.”



